A-Level
SOCIOLOGY

Understand society with Sociology!

e Explore some of the problems that exist in
society, such as crime, discrimination, family
breakdown and low school achievement.

e Develop critical thinking, analytical,
communication and literacy skills.

Opportunities

Students studying
Sociology are taught by
subject specialists.
Learning is enhanced by a
range of trips including
the annual Crime
Conference and the
Museum of Childhood
and Karl Marx Tour in
London.

Links with, and visits to,
local universities help to
raise aspiration and help
to give students the tools
to be successful at A-level.

e Apply theoretical understanding to the real world.

Why study this course at Bellerive FCJ Sixth Form?

Sociology is for those who question why certain things exist in our society.
As sociologists, we try to explain how and why the world we live in is
changing through a range of theoretical perspectives including Feminism,

Marxism and Functionalism.

Subject teachers are well qualified, enthusiastic, experienced, and caring. The department is well
equipped with the resources needed for students to be successful, e.g. up to date textbooks, work
booklets, exam practice material and video tutorials as well as drop-in sessions to consolidate

understanding.

‘The function of sociology, as of every
science, is to reveal that which is hidden.’

Pierre Bourdieu




What will | study?

e Education

e Research Methods

e Families and Households
e Crime and Deviance

e Beliefs in Society

e Theoretical perspectives

How will | be assessed?

Three two-hour exams, all equally weighted.

Can | take this course if | have
not taken it at GCSE?

Yes, but there is a lot of essay writing so
students would need to have good literacy
skills.

What have previous students
said about this subject?

‘Sociology has opened my mind to
understanding society in unimaginable
ways; it has really encouraged me to use
critical thinking skills and equipped me with
insights that are relevant to everyday life.’
Maha

‘The staff within the social sciences
department have been extremely helpful
and supportive guiding us through the
course.” Ruby A and Niamh B

What can the course lead on to?

Sociology has enjoyed increasing popularity
and is an ideal qualification for anybody
wishing to become a social worker, journalist,
politician, police officer or work within the
criminal justice system or in public relations.

Many employers are impressed with a Sociology
student’s ability to communicate, problem-
solve, analyse and evaluate. Sociology students
appreciate the complexity and diversity of
social situations and are able to develop a
cross-cultural understanding of the world,
apply sociological theory to society’s
organisations and make reasoned arguments.
They can develop opinions and ideas about
societal issues and work collaboratively as part
of a team on projects, think creatively and
independently. There is no such thing as a
‘Sociology job’, but there are many jobs that
SOCIOLOGISTS do.




