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Dear students, parents and carers

Welcome to the Year 9 Pathways Booklet, the purpose of which is to help you understand the transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4, which will take you to the end of Year 11 and your GCSE examinations in 2027.

In this booklet, you will find:

· A summary of the potential KS4 pathways
· A summary of the compulsory subjects you will study in Year 10 and Year 11
· A summary of the option subjects on offer
· Advice and guidance to support you in making the right options choices

You are now at the start of a crucial time in your school career so taking the time to think about your future and asking the right questions of the right people is very important.  We hope that the Pathways evening will help you in this regard.  As well as this evening, you have been thinking about options in PSHE lessons and in form time.

We hope this booklet is helpful in supporting you make the right choices.  Discuss your thoughts with as many people as possible, especially parents and carers, before completing the options form. Please hand the form in to your form tutor by Monday 10th March 2025. No forms will be processed until this deadline has passed so you don’t need to rush your decisions. 

Your GCSE exams will be graded from 9-1.

· Grade 9: top A* performers; about half of the 6.8 per cent who got A*s in 2014 are likely to get it
· Grade 8: the rest of those who obtained A* but did not qualify for a 9
· Grade 7: equivalent to an A grade pass
· Grade 6: covering those from two thirds above current C grade to top of existing B grade
· Grade 5: international benchmark, showing performance equals that of students getting top-grade passes in high performing countries in international league tables. Pitched at half or two thirds of a grade above the current C pass
· Grade 4: equivalent to a C grade pass
· Grade 3: equivalent to a D grade pass
· Grade 2: equivalent to an E grade pass
· Grade 1: equivalent to grade F and G passes

Please note that many new GCSE qualifications are based 100% on exam performance and do not have a coursework or controlled assessment component.

Key Stage 4 Curriculum Pathways

Every student has their own individual strengths, so we have designed curriculum pathways to ensure that every student has:

· Access to the fullest possible range of subjects
· Access to courses that offer the best opportunities for them to achieve the highest possible grades
· Access to courses that best reflect their learning styles

Students are at liberty to consider all available pathways. We will be meeting with students on a 1-1 basis to ensure they have considered all the relevant information in making their final choices.

Separate Sciences Pathway

· English and English Literature
· Science (see below)
· Mathematics
· RE
· Option: we advise taking the separate science option which will result in GCSEs in Chemistry, Physics and Biology 
· Option: we strongly advise a Humanities subject (History or Geography)
· Option: we strongly advise a Language (French or Spanish)

English Baccalaureate Pathway

· English and English Literature
· Mathematics
· RE
· Combined Science ( a combination of Chemistry, Physics and Biology worth 2 GCSEs)
· 3 option subjects: we strongly recommend a Humanities subject and a language as part of this




Core Curriculum Pathway

· English and English Literature 
· Mathematics
· RE
· Combined Science (a combination of Chemistry, Physics and Biology worth 2 GCSEs)
· Option subject 1
· Option subject 2
· Option subject 3

Pathways identified above are simply recommendations: all students have equal access to all option blocks and the final decisions are made in partnership with parents and students.


What happens next?

Some option subjects may have more students opt for them than we can accommodate.  Where subjects are oversubscribed, we will use additional criteria such as attendance and behaviour to decide how we allocate places.  This will be done in the fairest way possible.

Students are asked to select 2 subjects in each option block in case of a situation such as this, so we advise students to ensure that the second choice subject in each block is one they would be comfortable in studying.

The options form must be handed to form tutors by Monday 10th March 2025.  Forms which are handed in after the deadline will be processed after those who were handed in on time. 

We aim to inform students of their final option subjects during the summer term.




GCSE English Language & English Literature

	Qualification: 	GCSE in English Language and GCSE in English Literature  
		 

Exam Board:	Eduqas.




What will I study?
English Language GCSE: Pupils will study all aspects of English including reading, writing, and spoken language. Pupils study extracts from 20th/21st century literature and 19th and 21st century non-fiction writing. They will also learn to write in different styles for different purposes and audiences.
English Literature GCSE: Pupils will study a Shakespeare play, poetry from 1789 to the present day, a post -1914 Prose or Drama text, a 19th Century Prose text and unseen poetry from the 20th/21st century. Students are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination.
How is the course structured?
Students will study the two GCSEs together, not as exclusive subjects, as many of the skills overlap. There will be regular exam practice in class to prepare students for their final examinations. Teachers will give students detailed and regular feedback on how to improve their work.
How will I be assessed?
English Language
Assessment will be in the form of 2 component examinations, which will assess reading and writing skills.
Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing.
1 hour 45 minutes (40% of the qualification.)
Section A (20%) Reading
Understanding of one extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the 20th century assessed through a range of structural questions.
Section B (20%) Prose Writing.
One creative writing task selected from a choice of 4 titles.
Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non – Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing.
2 hours (60% of qualification.)
Section A (30%) Reading
Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction writing, one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century, assessed through a range of structured questions.
Section B (30%) Writing
Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks.
Component 3: Spoken Language
Non-exam assessment. Unweighted.
One presentation/speech, including responses to questions and feedback.
Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark and grade. Students will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction.

English Literature
Assessment will be in the form of two written component examinations.
Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry.
2 hours (40% of qualification.)
Section A (20%) Shakespeare.
One extract question and one essay question from the prescribed list.
Section B (20%) Poetry.
Two questions based on poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology, one of which involves comparison.
Component 2: Post-1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry.
2 hours 30 minutes (60% of qualification.)
Section A (20%) Post – 1914 Prose/Drama.
One source - based question on a post 1914 prose/drama text from the prescribed list.
Section B (20%) 19th Century Prose.
One source – based question on a 19th century prose text from the prescribed list.
Section C (20%) Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century.
Two questions on unseen poems, one of which involves comparison.
What can these qualifications lead to?
Clearly a good grade in English Language GCSE is a must for all pupils leaving school hoping to embark on any career in the world of work or apply for a place in Sixth Form. In Sixth Form, a good grade in English Language and English Literature will enable you to apply to study an A Level in English Language and/or Literature. Looking further ahead, these subjects are useful for those who intend to pursue a career in law, journalism, communications, media, management or teaching.















GCSE Mathematics

Qualification: GCSE Mathematics

Exam Board:	Edexcel

What will I study?

The content of the GCSE Mathematics is grouped into the topic areas of:

· Number 
· Algebra
· Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
· Geometry and Measures
· Statistics and Probability
In this GCSE Mathematics course you will start with the basics, learning to solve numerical problems and make calculations. In year 10 you will learn about number systems and progress to algebraic equations, formulae, graphs and functions. Statistics and probability will also be covered.  In year 11 you will continue to build upon these skills, with the introduction of more geometry and measures topics.
How will I be assessed?
The GCSE will be entirely assessed by written examination, which means that no coursework will be expected from any student.  There will be three papers.  Each paper lasts 1 hour 30 minutes and will be out of 80 marks. Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3. 
You will sit either the Foundation tier (grades 1 to 5) or the Higher tier (grades 4 to 9).  The content outlined for each tier will be assessed across all three papers.

The table below illustrates the topic area weightings for the assessment of the Foundation tier and the assessment of the Higher tier.

	TOPIC AREA
	FOUNDATION WEIGHTING
	HIGHER  WEIGHTING

	Number
	22-28%
	12-18%

	Algebra
	17-23%
	27-33%

	Ratio, proportion and rates of change
	22-28%
	17-23%

	Geometry and measures
	12-28%
	17-23%

	Statistics
	12-18%
	12-18%


What skills will I develop during the course?
Through studying Mathematics you will learn that it is about more than numbers: it's about thinking logically and being able to apply the principles you learn to everyday situations. It is about making decisions and solving problems.
GCSE Mathematics will teach you to collect and assess mathematical data and to use it to solve specific problems, then interpret and assess the results. You will develop techniques to extend upon the skills you learnt in years 7, 8 and 9 so that you can apply mathematical skills to real life situations.

What can the course lead to?

Whether you plan to go on to work, A levels or other further studies, a good understanding of maths will be useful to you. Number skills are required in all sorts of everyday situations, such as trying to work out phone bills. Thinking like a mathematician will help to improve your problem-solving and decision-making skills.

A grade 5/6 or above in GCSE Mathematics (along with one in GCSE English) is often vital for entrance to training for any number of professions or careers. It is also very valuable as a supporting subject to many courses at GCSE, AS and A level and at degree level, especially in the sciences: for example, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Psychology, Sociology, and medical courses.

The Institute of Mathematics and its Applications (IMA) runs an excellent website called Maths Careers which can be found at www.mathscareers.org.uk . It demonstrates the uses of mathematics in a number of jobs and professions in areas such as Environment, Health & Society, Business & Money, Entertainment, Science & Engineering and Sport. 

If you are interested in taking Mathematics as one of your A level options, you will need to have gained at least a grade 7. A level Mathematics builds on work you have met at GCSE and also involves new ideas, which you can relate to real-life situations – it is interesting but challenging.

We also offer Level 3 Mathematical Studies (Core Maths) for those achieving a grade 5 or above who would like to do Maths in sixth form but are not looking to do the full A-Level. This course offers a different approach to maths, looking at real-world applications such as statistics, personal finances and estimating the number of ping pong balls it would take to completely fill the sports hall!


Science is a compulsory subject at Bellerive.  Our Science team have recommended that each student follows one of the following pathways in Science:
· Separate Sciences (GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
· Combined Science (a combination of all 3 Sciences – worth 2 GCSEs)

Teaching staff have made their recommendation based on their knowledge of the aptitude of each student.  Please speak to the Science staff should you have any questions about these pathways


GCSE Sciences

Qualification:	GCSE Biology
Exam Board: 	AQA

What will I study?
Y10: In Biology the topics studied are: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response and Bioenergetics.
Y11: In Biology the topics studied are: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology.
Pupils’ skills in working scientifically are developed throughout the GCSE course.
How will I be assessed?
This qualification is linear which means that all examinations will be sat at the end of Y11.
Biology GCSE – TWO 1 hour and 45 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 50% of the GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
What skills will I develop during the course?
Pupils will be assessed on their ability to: (i) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures, (ii) Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures and (iii) Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures.

Pupils will complete a wide range of experimental work during the course but must complete the ten AQA ‘Required Practicals’ in Biology, as questions will be set on these on the written papers.
Is the course right for me? 
This course suits pupils who are fascinated about livings things and how they function and interact. Pupils wishing to take Biology GCSE will have a keen interest in the subject and must be prepared to work very hard as there is extended Biology content and topics are covered in great depth. 
What will the course lead to?
Success in GCSE Biology at grade 6 or above allows progression onto Level 3 courses including GCE A’ Levels in Biology. Many students taking A’ Level Biology go on to study biological subjects at university including medicine, dentistry, biochemistry and nursing.
Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr McBurney (Head of Biology)


Qualification:	GCSE Chemistry
Exam Board: 	AQA

What will I study?
Y10: In Chemistry the topics covered are: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes and Energy changes. 
Y11: In Chemistry the topics covered are: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources.
Pupils’ skills in working scientifically are developed throughout the GCSE course.
How will I be assessed?
This qualification is linear which means that all examinations will be sat at the end of Y11.
Chemistry GCSE – TWO 1 hour and 45 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 50% of the GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
What skills will I develop during the course?
Pupils will be assessed on their ability to: (i) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures, (ii) Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures and (iii) Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures. Pupils will complete a wide range of experimental work during the course but must complete the eight AQA ‘Required Practicals’ in Chemistry, as questions will be set on these on the written papers.
Is the course right for me? 

This course suits pupils who are interested in the properties of materials and the scientific ideas behind them. Pupils must be able to apply ideas to new situations and be confident during experiment work. Pupils wishing to take Chemistry GCSE will have a keen interest in the subject and must be prepared to work very hard as there is extended Chemistry content and topics are covered in great depth. 

What can the course lead to?
Success in GCSE Chemistry at grade 6 or above allows progression onto Level 3 courses including GCE A’ Level in Chemistry. Many students taking A’ Level Chemistry go on to study at university and take degree courses in Chemistry, Biochemistry and Chemical Engineering. A’ Level Chemistry is a requirement of all medicine, dentistry and veterinary science courses.  
Who do I speak to for further information?

Mr. Coupe (Head of Chemistry)


Qualification: GCSE Physics
Exam Board: 	AQA

What will I study?
Y10: In Physics the topics studied are: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter and Atomic structure.
Y11: In Physics the topics studied are: Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism and Space physics.
Pupils’ skills in working scientifically are developed throughout the GCSE course.
How will I be assessed?
This qualification is linear which means that all examinations will be sat at the end of Y11.
Physics GCSE – TWO 1 hour and 45 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 50% of the GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
What skills will I develop during the course?
Pupils will be assessed on their ability to: (i) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures, (ii) Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures and (iii) Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures. Pupils will complete a wide range of experimental work during the course but must complete the ten AQA ‘Required Practicals’ in Physics, as questions will be set on these on the written papers.
Is the course right for me? 

This course suits pupils who are interested in how things work and the scientific principles behind them. Pupils must be able to apply ideas to new situations and be confident in the use of mathematics. Pupils wishing to take Physics GCSE will have a keen interest in the subject and must be prepared to work very hard as there is extended Physics content and topics are covered in great depth. 


What can the course lead to?
Success in GCSE Physics at grade 6 or above allows progression onto Level 3 courses including GCE A’ Level in Physics. Many students taking A’ Level Physics go on to study at university and take degree courses in Physics, Astrophysics, Medical Physics or Engineering.   

Who do I speak to for further information?

Dr Abed (Head of Science)





















Qualification: 	GCSE Combined Science
Exam Board: 	AQA
What will I study?
Y10 and Y11: 
In Biology the topics studied are: Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology. 
In Chemistry the topics studied are: Atomic structure and the periodic table,  Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter, Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using resources. 
In Physics the topics studied are: Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Particle model of matter and Atomic structure.
How will I be assessed?
This qualification is linear which means that all examinations will be sat at the end of Y11.
In total there will be SIX examinations for Combined Science:
Biology 1 and Biology 2 – TWO 1 hour and 15 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 16.7% of the double GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
Chemistry 1 and Chemistry 2 – TWO 1 hour and 15 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 16.7% of the double GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
Physics 1 and Physics 2 – TWO 1 hour and 15 minutes examination, taken in the summer of Y11 (each worth 16.7% of the double GCSE). Examinations will be at higher or foundation tier and will include multiple choice questions, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

What skills will I develop during the course?
Pupils will be assessed on their ability to: (i) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures, (ii) Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures and (iii) Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures. Pupils will complete a wide range of experimental work during the course but must complete the AQA ‘Required Practicals’ for Combined Science (16 practicals in total), as questions will be set on these on the written papers.

Is the course right for me?

The Combined Science course is the most appropriate course for most pupils at GCSE. It fulfils the requirements of the Ebacc, if it is passed at grades 5/5 or above. This course is 100% examination based.
What can the course lead to?
Success in GCSE Sciences (Combined Science) at grades 6/6 or above allows progression onto Level 3 courses including GCE A’ Levels in any of the Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics). 
Pupils who pass at grades 5/5 or above, may wish to consider the Level 3 Applied Science course. 
Who do I speak to for further information?

Dr Abed (Head of Science )


GCSE Religious Education

Qualification:	GCSE Religious Studies
Exam Board: 	Eduqas

What will I study?
Over the two years, you will study:
From the study of Foundational Catholic Theology, the following content is covered:
· Origins and meanings
· Good and evil

From the study of Applied Catholic Theology, the following content is covered:
· Life and death
· Sin and forgiveness

From the study of Judaism, the following content is covered:
· Beliefs and teachings
· Practices

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1 Foundational Catholic Theology: 
· 90 minute  written exam
· 90 marks
· 37.5% GCSE
Paper 2 Applied Catholic Theology:
· 90 minute written exam
· 90  marks
· 37.5% GCSE
Paper 3 Judaism
· 60 minute written exam
· 60 marks
· 25% GCSE

What skills will I develop during the course?
During the course you will develop a range of skills such as independent thinking.  Through the completion of past paper questions you will be required to explain your opinions and the opinions of others and offer a critical approach to some issues.

What can the course lead to?
A good number of students move on to studying RS at A-Level.   Gaining a GCSE or A-Level in Religious Studies can open up many career and study opportunities such as social work, teaching and law.
Who do I contact for more information?
Ms J Rowlands, Curriculum leader for Religious Education






















GCSE Geography

Qualification: GCSE Geography
Exam Board – AQA 
What will I study?
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
Includes - The challenge of natural hazards, Physical landscapes in the UK, and The living world.

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Includes - Urban issues and challenges, The changing economic world, The challenge of resource management.

Paper 3: Geographical applications
Includes - Issue evaluation, Fieldwork, Geographical skills.

How will I be assessed?
3 examinations – 3 x 1 hour 30 minutes examinations (Paper 1 and 2 being worth 35%, and Paper 3 being worth 30% of the final grade). 
What skills will I develop during the course?
Skills feature strongly; examples include: presentation and analysis of information in a variety of formats (e.g. graphical, cartographic and images), discussion, decision-making and evaluation skills.
Is the course right for me?
· Anyone with an interest in the topics covered in Year 7 to 9 and who has a desire to be informed about the world around them.  
· You must be prepared to the learn key words, concepts and examples given to you in the revision materials; 
· You should also be prepared to undertake extended writing tasks and lots of past paper practice questions
What can the course lead to?
A Level Geography is a facilitating subject aiding entry into Russell Group Universities for a wide range of courses.   Both universities and employers value Geography for the content and skills developed whilst studying the course.  
Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr. Butterworth, Curriculum Leader for Geography





























BTEC Travel and Tourism

Qualification:	BTEC Level 2 Award
Exam Board: Pearson
The BTEC Level 2 Award in Travel and Tourism will help you understand the dynamic and growing travel and tourism industry. You will explore:

• Component 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations
Understand the different types of travel and tourism organisations, their roles, and how they work together. Explore popular destinations and the appeal they have to different types of tourists.
• Component 2: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism
Investigate how travel and tourism organisations meet the needs of different customers and adapt to meet changing demands.
• Component 3: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism (Externally Assessed)
Learn about the factors that influence travel and tourism, including economic, environmental, and political factors, as well as the impact of global events.

How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed through a combination of internal and external assessments:
• Two internally assessed assignments for Components 1 and 2 (60% of the final grade).
• One externally assessed exam for Component 3 (40% of the final grade).

What skills will I develop during the course?
Throughout the course, you will develop:
• Research and analytical skills to explore travel and tourism organisations and their operations.
• Customer service and communication skills to understand and address customer needs.
• Decision-making and evaluation skills to assess the impact of events and trends on the industry.
• Presentation skills to effectively share your findings.

Is the course right for me?
• This course is suitable for anyone with a keen interest in travel, tourism, and global destinations
• You should enjoy both practical and theoretical work and be willing to research and analyse real-world examples.
• Be prepared to work on coursework assignments, learn industry-specific terminology, and complete an external exam.

What can the course lead to?
The BTEC Level 2 Award in Travel and Tourism provides an excellent foundation for progression into further study, such as:
• Level 3 Travel and Tourism qualifications (available in Sixth Form) or apprenticeships in the industry.
• Careers in travel agencies, airlines, tourism management, and event planning.
• This qualification will also develop transferable skills that are highly valued in many employment sectors.
Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr Butterworth, Head of Geography








GCSE History

Qualification: 	GCSE History
Exam Board – 	AQA
The GCSE History content comprises the following elements:
1. A period study: Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship.
2. A wider world depth study: Conflict and tension, 1918–1939.
3. A thematic study of Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day.
4. A British depth study including the historic environment of Elizabethan England, c1568–1603

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world (50%)
· Section A: Period study: Germany, 1890–1945 Democracy and dictatorship.
· Section B: Wider world depth studies: Conflict and tension, 1918–1939.

Paper 2: Shaping the nation (50%)
· Section A: Thematic studies Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day.
· Section B: British depth studies with the historic environment of Elizabethan England, c1568–1603.

Each paper is worth 50% of the overall course of study.
Both are written exams to be completed in 2 hours.
There are 84 marks (including four marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar on each paper.
What skills will I develop during the course?
You will be asked to display skills of chronological understanding, independent thinking and analysis. You will be required to show your understanding in a range of written tasks with the emphasis on explaining and justifying your answers.

Is the course right for me?
If you opt for GCSE History, you must be prepared for the written demands of the subject. Ideally you will have a keen interest in History and should be prepared to ask and answer a range of complex historical questions. This subject also requires independent revision and reading outside of lesson time.
What can the course lead to?
Many students progress to A Level History and qualifications in History will open up career opportunities in law, journalism, teaching and a wide range of other professions.

Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr Harrison, Curriculum Leader for History
GCSE Modern Foreign Languages

Qualification:	GCSE French
Exam Board:  AQA 

What will I study?
· Theme 1: People and lifestyle
· Theme 2: Popular culture
· Theme 3: Communication and the world around us

How will I be assessed?
* Linear exam – no controlled assessment
* 25% of marks for each of the four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing
* Oral assessment completed by class teacher in April of exam year
* Foundation and Higher Tier papers

What skills will I develop during the course?
1. Languages are a life skill
Knowledge of a foreign language is not just another GCSE grade – it is a concrete and demonstrable life skill, like being able to drive a car or touch-type, and it is a skill highly valued by employers.
2. Languages teach you communication skills and adaptability
Learning how to interact with speakers of other languages means you are less likely to be stuck in one mode of thinking. It can help you see things from a range of perspectives, develop your problem-solving skills, and make you more adaptable, resourceful and creative.
3. Languages teach you cultural awareness
The ability to operate cross-culturally is becoming just as valued by employers as straight language skills.
4. Languages give you a sense of achievement
Learning a language combines the intellectual with the practical as no other subject does. You need to be able to think on your feet, but when you can find exactly the right foreign word or phrase, you get a real sense of achievement.
5. Languages are a social skill
Languages are very sociable. If you enjoy being with people and communicating with them, the chances are you’ll enjoy being able to do this in a foreign language too.
6. Languages give you the edge in the job market
Today there is a global market for jobs. It is not necessary to be completely fluent in a foreign language to be an asset to any potential employer. Knowing how to meet and greet people from other countries and cultures is a valued skill.
7. Learning languages gives you greater opportunities to travel and work abroad
There are many opportunities to travel or work with organisations abroad where some knowledge of a foreign language is a clear advantage.
8. Languages combine well with virtually any subject for further study
The range of combined degrees and further education courses involving a language is limitless – from Accountancy with Russian to Theatre Studies with Italian. Many universities even offer funding for students to continue or extend their language knowledge by travelling or working abroad during the vacations.

Is the course right for me?
You need to already enjoy KS3 French if you want to succeed at KS4. You must enjoy speaking and writing in French. The course is interesting and challenging. You must be willing to work very hard in lessons but also carry out plenty of independent studying at home.

What can the course lead to?
Many students study A Level French and then continue to study it with other disciplines at degree level. Your job prospects will be considerably better if you possess a language at GCSE or beyond. Look at the skills you acquire by studying languages above!


Who do I speak to for further information?
Miss Keenan, Curriculum Leader for MFL























[bookmark: _Hlk188965134]Design Technology and Art

Qualification:	GCSE Design Technology
Exam Board: 	AQA
What will I study?
The new specification from September 2017 will focus on new and emerging technologies. 
[bookmark: _Int_Lq1YJNUd]During year 10, you will learn how to design and make a range of small scale products which show your creativity, originality and practical skills. You will use a wide range of workshop materials, tools and equipment to model and manufacture your ideas using card, metal, acrylic and wood. You will also develop your skills in drawing by hand and using “2D Design” CAD software to create your products using CAM outputs including the Laser Cutter.

During Year 11 you will focus on your “Controlled Assessment” task. You will design and make a product from a list set by the examination board. Your A3 folder or portfolio will reflect your excellent ICT skills and provide evidence of your independent research, planning, sketching, manufacturing and evaluation.

[bookmark: _Int_QIBBxnYc][bookmark: _Int_DzuL93Us]During Y10 and Y11, theory lessons are based on the course text book endorsed by the AQA examinations board and divided into three sections ; ‘Design and Market Influences’, ‘Processes and Manufacture’ and ‘Materials and Components’. 

How will I be assessed?
[bookmark: _Int_jLypuZwZ]Assessment : 50% - Controlled Assessment Task (coursework) + 50% - An examination paper (2 hours). GCSE assessments will be 1-9
What skills will I develop during the course?
You will develop your skills in using ICT and CAD CAM as well as researching, sketching, designing, modelling, making, learning, presenting, criticising, time-planning, and analysing.
Is the course right for me?
If you like practical work or you are interested in using ICT to come up with new ideas and then making them, you could be a future Architect, Interior or Graphic Designer, an Engineer or Product Designer. You must be committed to the subject and prepared to complete work in your own time
What can the course lead to?
This GCSE course leads directly to the A Level course in Product Design in Bellerive FCJ sixth form. You may then wish to study Architecture, Engineering or Design at university. There is a huge demand to encourage girls to take up careers in well paid engineering jobs.

Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr Carney – Curriculum leader for Art, Design and Technology 



Qualification:	GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art)
Exam Board: 	AQA
What will I study?
Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to their chosen title through practical, critical and contextual study, that encourages research of original works and practice. Students may work in any medium or combination of media. 
They can work entirely in digital media or entirely non-digital media, or in a mixture of both, provided the aims and assessment objectives are met. 
Students will learn through practical experience and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of appropriate techniques and working methods. 
Students must, over time, reflect critically upon their own work and its effectiveness in meeting the assessment objectives. 
How will I be assessed?

This GCSE Art and Design is made up of two units:
Unit 1: Personal Portfolio: 60% - internally set project and marked by teachers and external examiners
Unit 2: Externally set Assignment: 40% - externally set theme and marked by teachers and external examiners

Both units are assessed using four Assessment Objectives. These can be summed up as: Research, Experiment, Develop and Present.

Each unit is assessed separately out of 96 marks. 24 marks for each Assessment Objective.
GCSE Art will be assessed using 1-9 mark scheme

What skills will I develop during the course?
The main aim of the course is to develop your visual language skills, skills that are relevant to a wide variety of creative job opportunities. You will develop a wide range of practical skills through experimenting with appropriate media, materials and techniques to explore the potential of ideas. Students will carry out appropriate research from primary and contextual sources, so developing research skills vital to a wide range of subjects in further education. They will analyse and evaluate their own and the work of other artists gaining additional transferable skills.



Is the course right for me?

You should have a commitment to, and love of Art and feel motivated to develop your visual skills and express your ideas in working through projects and assignments. You will have enjoyed exploring art materials and processes at Key Stage 3 and will be keen to develop your knowledge of contemporary and historical Art and Design. You will be creative, enthusiastic and imaginative; willing to experiment and take risks in your work. You will need to be committed to completing tasks in your own time.

What can the course lead to?

A level Art and Design is the logical progression from GCSE before looking for further opportunities in a creative field such as Fashion Design, Fashion Illustration or Promotion, Jewellery Design, Buying and Marketing or Interior Design, Graphic Design, Illustration and careers in Advertising.

Who should I speak to for further information?

Mr Carney – Curriculum leader for Art, Design and Technology
Mrs Rossiter – Teacher of Art

















Qualification:	GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Exam Board: 	EDUQUAS
What will I study?
· Food commodities
· Principles of Nutrition
· Diet and good health
· The science of food
· Where food comes from
· Cooking and food preparation
This course provides you with the opportunity to:
· demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment
· develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks
· understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health
· understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production processes, diet and health choices
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food
· understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes

How will I be assessed?

Assessment : 50% - Non-examination Assessment (made up of two assessments – see below) + 50% - A written examination paper (1 hour, 45 minutes)
Assessment 1 is worth 15%.  This will be based on a scientific food experiment which will assess your knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2 is worth 35%.  This will involve you preparing, cooking and presenting a menu.
What skills will I develop during the course?

This course will equip you with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.  It will encourage you to cook and enable you to make informed decisions about food and nutrition in order to be able to feed yourself and others affordably and nutritiously, now and in later life.
Is the course right for me?

If you are interested in cooking, baking, dealing with food and learning one of the most valuable life skills then you will love this course.

What can the course lead to?
This course would be helpful in the following careers:
Hospitality and Catering Industry
Teaching
Dietitian / Nutritionist
Chef

Who do I speak to for further information?

Mrs Sharpe


Health and Social Care


Qualification:	BTEC Level 1 / Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care
Exam Board:    Edexcel





This qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE and is aimed at everyone who wants to find out more about health and social care. The health and social care sectors employ one in ten of the working population of the United Kingdom and, with an ageing population, this area of employment is forecast to continue to grow. 
 What will I study? 
The course is divided into three components:
Component 1 - Human Lifespan Development 
The aim is to understand how we grow and develop throughout our lives by:
· exploring how individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually
· investigating how various factors, events and lifestyle choices may impact on individuals’ growth and development
· discovering how people adapt to life events and cope with making changes. 
 
Component 2 - Health and Social Care Services and Values 
The aim is to get to know how the health and social care sector works and the care values that underpin it by:
· learning about the health and social care services that are available
· identifying why people might need to use these services 
· discovering who is involved in providing these services 
· exploring the barriers that might stop people from accessing the services they need 
· looking at the care values in the sector which ensures people get the care and protection they need. 

Component 3 - Health and wellbeing 
The aim is to learn how to improve an individual’s health and wellbeing by:
· learning what ‘being healthy’ means to different people 
· exploring the different factors that might influence health and wellbeing 
· identifying key health indicators and how to interpret them 
· assessing an individual’s health using what you have learned 
· creating a health and wellbeing improvement plan for an individual which includes targets and recommendations of the support services available 
· reflect on the potential challenges the person may face when putting the plan into action. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Components 1 and 2 each have a weighting of 30% and are assessed by internally assessed assignments, under controlled conditions. Component 3 has a weighting of 40% and is assessed by external examination. 
 What skills will I develop during the course? 
You will develop a wide range of transferable skills such as self-reflection, communication, teamwork, time management, problem-solving, working independently and research skills, which you will find very useful when you progress to Level 3 courses. 
What can the course lead to? 
You may wish to continue onto the BTEC National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care, which is a good route for those hoping to pursue a career in health or social care. 
 Who do I speak to for further information? 
Mrs Louden, Curriculum Leader for Health and Social Care











BTEC Business 
Qualification: BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise Level 1 / Level 2 award 
Exam Board: Edexcel



What will I study?
With BTECs, students develop knowledge and understanding by applying their learning and skills in a work-related context. BTECs are skills-based qualifications that will help students to develop the practical real-world knowledge, experience and skills that they need to progress and succeed throughout their academic and professional life. 
Units offered include: Unit One: Exploring Enterprises (Portfolio) Unit Two: Planning for and Pitching an enterprise activity (Portfolio) & Unit Three: Promotion and Finance for Business (External Examination)
How will I be assessed?
This BTEC Award has 2 units that the centre assesses (internally). Preparation for controlled assessment is undertaken in lesson and then students are given a set window of 6 hours to complete the written assessment in class, under controlled conditions, which is marked by the teacher then moderated by the exam board. The third unit is a 2 hour external examination set and marked by Pearson.
What skills will I develop during the course?
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment. The main focus is on the knowledge, understanding and skills required to research, plan, pitch and review an enterprise idea that includes:
• development of key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise activity, including market research, planning, carrying out financial transactions, communication and problem solving
• knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, such as the features and characteristics
of enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the internal and external factors that can affect the
performance of an enterprise
• attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise, including monitoring and reflecting on performance of an enterprise idea and own use of skills.
What can the course lead to?
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Award in Business provides a good foundation for learners in post-16 education, or to entry level job roles within the sector.

Achievement at level 2 provides a suitable foundation for further study within the sector through progression on to other vocational qualifications at level 3, such as the Pearson BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Business. The underpinning knowledge and practical and vocational skills learnt will also enhance and support the progression to a relevant competency-based course, such as the Pearson BTEC NVQ Level 2 in either Business Administration or Team Leading, or the Pearson BTEC NVQ Level 3 in either Business Administration or Management, or their corresponding apprenticeships.


Who do I speak to for further information?
Mrs Taylor, Head of Business/ICT



















GCSE Computer Science

What will I study?
You will study 6 topics: Problem solving, Programming, Data, Computers, Communication and the Internet and the Impact of technology and emerging trends. These topics will be taught over Year 10 and Year 11.

How will I be assessed?
[bookmark: _Int_txy8HFsm]You will be assessed by a 2 hour written examination in Year 11 on the Principles of Computer Science. This examination will be 75% of the total mark available.
You will also complete a controlled assessment using the computer for Practical Programming. This assessment will be 25% of the total mark available.
What skills will I develop during the course?
You will:
· Develop knowledge and understanding of the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science
· Develop and apply computational thinking skills to analyse problems and design solutions across a range of contexts
· Gain practical experience of designing, writing, and testing computer programs that accomplish specific goals
· Develop the ability to reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions
· Develop awareness of current and emerging trends in computing technologies
· Develop awareness of the impact of computing on individuals, society and the environment, including ethical, legal and ownership issues
· Communicate computer science concepts and explain computational solutions clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology.

Is the course right for me?
[bookmark: _Int_1gE9hSWB]This is a challenging course which requires high level thinking and problem solving skills and very good mathematical capability.
The qualification has been recognised in the Ebacc measure in performance tables from 2015. 

What can the course lead to?
Students can progress from this qualification to a GCE in Computing. Career opportunities in a range of areas within Computer Science and ICT will continue to grow. (Computer Programmers, Database Analysts, Software Engineers, Networking and teaching.

Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr Fyfe

































ICT 

Qualification: BTEC Technical Award Digital Information Technology
 (Level 1/2 course)

Exam Board: 	Edexcel
What will I study?
[bookmark: _Int_4LW3Qrfa]BTEC Tech Awards are new Key Stage 4 BTECs, designed specifically for 14-16 year olds in schools, they are graded across levels 1 and 2, so every student’s achievement is recognised.  Overall grades awarded either as a Level 1/2 Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction*.

 This qualification consists of three components:
·         Component 1: Exploring user interface design principles and project planning techniques. (Internally assessed, coursework element)
·         Component 2: Collecting, presenting and interpreting data. (Internally assessed, coursework element)
·         Component 3: Effective digital working practices. (Externally assessed, examination, synoptic element)

How will I be assessed?
[bookmark: _Int_IBX2gAMk][bookmark: _Int_YiAOvbwq]Components 1 and 2 are controlled assessments which are a non-exam internal assessment delivered through Pearson-set assignments. These assignments are set by Pearson, marked by the centre and moderated by Pearson. Sat in the classroom under controlled supervision. Component 3 is an externally examined unit, 1 hour 30 minute paper, which is set and marked by Pearson.

What skills will I develop during the course?
You will develop and practice a combination of research, planning, analytical, and developmental skills, using them fully to create high quality end products.  You will learn about and develop your own computer interface for a given problem.  You will then discuss and evaluate your progress identifying further improvements. 

Is the course right for me?

BTEC qualifications are ideal for students who want the opportunity to explore and acquire a broad understanding and knowledge of the creative digital industries, and the ability to apply that knowledge in practical contexts.  The course has a high coursework content which is worked on right through Year 10 and partly into Year 11.  This course allows you to develop lifelong skills suitable for use in any subject which may lead to a career in the creative and new media industry.
What can the course lead to?
This course can lead to ICT study at Bellerive Sixth Form and other further education colleges in order to progress into careers in teaching, game making, programming, multimedia and web design.  The subject of ICT compliments many other subjects as it is a major skill requirement in university, industry and other professions.
Who do I speak to for further information?
Mr Fyfe

BTEC Sport 

Qualification:	BTEC Level 1/2 Sport 
Exam Board: Pearson  	
What will I study?
The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through realistic vocational contexts. Learners will have the opportunity to develop applied knowledge and skills in the following areas: 
· Investigating provisions for sport including equipment and facilities to enhance sport
· Planning and delivery of sport drills and sessions 
· Fitness for sport including fitness testing and methodology.
Component 1: Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical Activity
Component 2: Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting Performance
Component 3: Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants Performance in Sport and Physical Activity
How will I be assessed?
The course consists of two internal assessments, and one externally assessed component. 
The internal assessments are a mixture of written work, leadership and practical ability. 
What skills will I develop during the course?
You will develop practical skills, tactical knowledge and awareness, knowledge and understanding of rules in the practical activities, analytical skills, leadership and officiating skills. 
In the coursework elements you will develop your literacy and writing skills to improve your proficiency in deciphering and answering the questions and scenarios.  

Is the course right for me?
The BTEC Sport course is for learners who want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through vocational contexts by exploring the different types and providers of sport and physical activity and the equipment and technology available for participation. 
If you opt for BTEC Sport you must be enthusiastic about sport and physical activity, whilst demonstrating commitment, self-discipline and determination. You need to be able to demonstrate practical ability and leadership skills and be willing to participate in extracurricular activities both practically and for leadership. You will need to be prepared to complete independent research and revision to consolidate your learning in the written element of the course.
What can the course lead to?
Many students progress to BTEC L3 Sport and qualifications in PE will open up career opportunities in teaching, the fitness industry, physiotherapy, sports psychology, coaching, sports analysts, officiating and a wide range of other professions. 
Who do I speak to for further information?
Mrs Sweetman, Curriculum leader for PE





















GCSE Music

Qualification:	GCSE Music
Exam Board - 	Eduqas

What will I study?
· Western Classical tradition 
· Musical Theatre 
· Jazz and Blues 
· Film Music 
· Rock and Pop 
· Fusion 
[bookmark: _Int_bok6PbNg]Set works include: Bach ‘Badinerie’ and Toto ‘Africa’
Y10: In Year 10 you will study one of the set works listed above and 3 of the 6 musical styles. You will also compose a piece of music in your chosen style using any instruments and/or voices. You will be asked to perform at least 3 solos during year 10 on your chosen instrument or voice. 
Y11: In year 11 you will study the second set work and the other 3 musical styles. You will also compose a second piece of music. You will continue to develop your performing skills throughout year 11 including solo and group pieces.
How will I be assessed?
Composing 30% (coursework)	Performing 30% (coursework)	
Listening and Appraising 40% (Examination)
What skills will I develop during the course?
[bookmark: _Int_JRINvwmM][bookmark: _Int_kEuOoDwd]You will develop your confidence as a performer throughout the course. You will also learn to use music technology when composing and notating music. Your listening skills will also improve and you will learn to describe and analyse music in some detail. Studying music at GCSE also helps your skills in team work, cooperation, responsibility, discipline and social skills.
Is the course right for me?
GCSE Music is for those pupils who show a real passion for music and performing. Students have to perform solo for their exam, so the course is suited to those who are prepared to sing or play their instrument in front of a small group. To achieve the highest grades (9- 5), pupils are expected to play or sing a minimum of Grade 3 pieces. Most songs from musicals are at least this level, and very often higher. In addition, you must be prepared to participate in extra-curricular activities, such as Choir and Orchestra, as these benefit your examination grade. If you are in any doubt, please speak to Ms Winstanley.
What can the course lead to?
Taking music would assist in creating a broad and balanced curriculum for you to follow. As well as an academic subject, Music helps with your skills in teamwork, self-confidence, responsibility and self-discipline. These are key skills to have whether or not you pursue a career in Music. If you want to take A Level Music or Music technology, studying Music at GCSE is strongly advised. A Music GCSE can lead to careers within the music industry, such as broadcasting, music journalism, music therapy, concert promotion, sound technician, performing and teaching. It is also thought that music skills are advantageous for those seeking a career as a primary school teacher!
Who do I speak to for further information?  
Ms Winstanley, Curriculum leader for Music















GCSE Drama

Qualification:	GCSE Drama
Exam Board - 	AQA

GCSE Drama encourages students to develop critical thinking skills and become effective and independent learners. With the focus on working imaginatively, collaborating creatively and communicating effectively, GCSE Drama helps students develop an understanding of many creative and challenging activities.
 In Drama we understand the work of professional theatre makers, analyse and evaluate our own work, show appreciation of live performances, study theatre history, apply understanding of technical theatre and grow in confidence together. 
The GCSE Drama specification requires students to complete three components:
Component 1- 40% - 1 hour 45 minutes - 80 marks. Externally set and marked

The ‘Understanding Drama’ written exam comprises of three compulsory sections:
A – Understanding Theatre Roles and Responsibilities
B – Study of a set text (Noughts and Crosses)
C – Live theatre production
Component 2- Devising Drama constitutes 40% of the GCSE. It is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA.
This is a practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance (AO1), apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance (AO2) and analyse and evaluate their own work (AO4).
For this component students are required to complete the following two assessment tasks:
· produce an individual Devising log (marked out of 60) documenting the devising process 
· Contribute to a final devised duologue or group performance which is marked out of 20.

Component 3- Texts in practice constitutes 20% of the GCSE. It is marked by a visiting examiner from AQA.
This component is a practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance (AO2).
For this component students must complete two assessment tasks:
· study and present a key extract (monologue, duologue or group performance)
· study and present a second key extract (monologue, duologue or group performance) from the same play.
Each student's contribution to each key extract performance is marked out of 20.
GCSE Drama provides a solid foundation for the majority of careers as well as a secure start for anyone wishing to take performance based further education in courses such as Drama and Theatre Studies and Level 3 BTEC Performing Arts. Past pupils have gone on to study a myriad of subjects in higher education including Ba Hons Musical Theatre at The Hammond, Musical Theatre BTEC at Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts and Acting BTEC at Liverpool Media Academy.
Who do I speak to for further information?  

Mrs Bass, Curriculum Leader for Performing Arts





























GCSE Dance
Qualification: GCSE Dance 
Exam Board -  AQA 




Taking GCSE Dance can equip you with many lifelong skills, allowing you to build confidence and develop your physical and mental wellbeing. 
The two-year course includes both practical and theoretical elements of dance and consists of coursework and examination.  Students will take part in theory (written) classes and very physical practical dance lessons to equip them with all the knowledge and skills needed to complete the course. Students will spend Year 10 building skills in the dance studio and classroom to equip them with the knowledge, technique, and confidence to complete year 11 practical coursework and examinations.
AQA GCSE Dance
Component 1 (60%) Performance and Choreography.
· 2 Set Phrases - You will learn and perform 2 set phrases accurately from a selection of 4. These will be performed and assessed in year 11. 
· Performance in a duet/trio. -The two phrases not performed in the solo will be used as a starting point to create and develop a duet/trio performance. This will be performed and assessed in year 11. 
· Choreography- In year 11 you will be given a list of different stimuli.  You will research each of these stimuli and use it as a starting point to create a solo/group choreography.  To accompany your choreography you will write a program note of 120-150 words.

Component 2 (40%) Dance appreciation: 1 hour 30 minutes.
The Written Exam Paper will consist of three parts; 
*  Choreographic processes and performance skills in a hypothetical stimulus. 
*  Critical appreciation of own work.
*  Critical appreciation of others work through the Anthology.
This examination takes place at the end of Year 11.
Dance can open the door to many different careers: universities and employers are looking for well-rounded individuals who can demonstrate creativity, commitment, problem solving and team skills. GCSE Dance also provides a secure start for anyone wishing to take performance based further education in courses such as A Level Dance, Musical Theatre and Level 3 BTEC Performing Arts. Past pupils have gone on to study a myriad of subjects in higher education including Ba Hons Musical Theatre at The Hammond.

Who do I speak to for further information?
Mrs Bass, Curriculum Leader for Performing Arts
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We would advise you to think carefully and seek advice before making your choices, but there are some good general principles to think about. 

It is worth taking some time to think about your decision, as the choices you make now can affect your future direction. 
Talk to a range of people to get different views.  At school, your subject teachers, form tutor, or careers teacher (Miss Power) or Careers adviser (Paula Woodruff-Turner) should be able to help.  Speak to your parents, carers or relatives for a variety of opinions.
Enjoyment and interest 
Do you enjoy a subject? Do you find it interesting? If so, it is a good reason to consider studying it to GCSE. You may well want to take it on to A level and, perhaps, even further. Enjoyment and interest together are the most important factors behind your choices.  You are more likely to do well in subjects you are determined to do well in.
Aptitude and ability 

[bookmark: _Int_BFCB8ap2]It follows logically that you should think seriously about further study of subjects you are good at. Some people are lucky enough to be good at everything! But for others, perhaps the majority, there will be some academic areas where your talents are more obvious and it is towards these that you should think of leaning. When it comes to choosing, parents and pupils should consider carefully the strengths and weaknesses of the pupil, not only what will be required to enter further/higher education and specific employment.

[bookmark: _Int_xWMW4K6P]The way courses are marked may also affect your choices. This is usually a mix of exams, controlled assessment (work completed on your own at school), and coursework, but the amount of marks awarded for each area can vary. If you don’t like exams for example, you may prefer a more coursework-based subject.
Choosing a balance of subjects may help to keep your future options open. 

Bellerive sixth form and further study

It’s also worth looking ahead, as decisions you make now may narrow your choices later.
University courses have set entry requirements and may require certain subjects at A-level.  In the same way, you many need a GCSE in a subject to study it at A-level. Check carefully as this is not always the case and you can start some subjects from scratch at A-level and university.  Research if the subject you are interested in is also available at A-Level here at Bellerive, speak to Mrs Walker and subject staff to see what the subject would be like at to study at A-Level.

The Russell group of leading universities have produced some options advice. We have included this with this booklet.  This information can also be accessed through this link:

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/

Trades and professions also have recognised routes to qualifying, so it may help to work backwards when deciding what to do next.
[bookmark: _Int_HlJ9eSBC]So while the world of work may seem distant at this point in time, you may want to give some thought to your future career plans now.

Keeping doors open
 
[bookmark: _Int_oFMD5BLe]But don’t worry if you don’t know what you want to do in the future. For most students in Year 9 it’s actually pretty rare to find someone with their life plan mapped out for them already. So pick subjects that keep doors open. During your Pathways evening, go and speak to Tracey Hazelwood and see what advice and guidance she can offer you.
In making your choices, you should take the following factors into consideration: 

10 GOOD reasons to choose an option

1 You like it or find it interesting 
2 You’re good at it 
3 You need it or it’s useful for your future career 
4 You can develop new skills by doing it 
5 You think you will do well in it and cope with the demands of the course
6 It will give you satisfaction 
7 Your teachers think it is a suitable choice for you. 
8 It will combine well with other options and help your general education 
9 You like the method of assessment and learning 
10 It’s something you would like to become good at 

10 BAD reasons to choose an option

1 Your friends are doing it 
2 You think you should do it - even if you don’t want to 
3 Your parents think it’s a good idea - but you don’t 
4 You know someone who’s done it and they say it’s great 
5 It is thought of as a cool option by most people 
6 You can’t think of anything else to choose 
7 You think it will be easy 
8 It sounds good even though you haven’t found out about it 
9 You really like the teacher you’ve got now 
10 You think it will impress people now or later on 


Subject Related Careers Ideas

History
History provides a good background for all arts and social science careers. It is useful for careers in Archaeology, Heritage, Archive and Museum work. The skills you learn from studying history include investigating, researching documents, examining evidence and presenting arguments. These are valuable in a great number of careers, including Law, Journalism, Politics and Management. 


Design and Technology, are relevant subject for many different careers:

Engineering, Industrial Design and Architecture. Food technology can provide a good background for work in Catering, day and residential care, Health services and so on. However, note that to become a dietician or food scientist, it’s important to do well in science. 







Art 
This GCSE is important for anyone wishing to study the subject after year 
11, or who is aiming for a career in art and design – Fine Art, Graphics, Textiles and Fashion Design, Photography, and three-Dimensional Design (Furniture, Jewellery, Exhibitions etc). Architecture, Industrial Design, Floristry, Make-up work and Beauty Therapy all need an understanding of design and visual effect. 



Geography
Can provide a useful background for careers and courses in areas such as exporting and importing, Travel and Tourism, Logistics, Planning, Land Management, Surveying, Geology and Conservation. 






Modern Foreign Languages
Being able to communicate in a Modern Foreign Language is increasingly useful for careers in Travel and Tourism Industry, Technology and Engineering, as well as many aspects of Business (Translator and Interpreter) and Care. 


Physical Education
Useful if you are interested in Teaching or Coaching, Sport Science, Sport Development work, Sports Journalism. Has quite strong links with Biology and how the body works along with some aspects of Psychology as to why people participate in sport. 







Information and Communication Technology
ICT skills are important for all career areas, it is not essential to gain a GCSE or A level in the subject to enter a career related to ICT but if it is something you enjoy it would be a useful selection. 


Music
The GCSE is good preparation for A-Level Music which may lead on to
careers in performing, composing, lecturing, teaching, music therapies,
jobs in the music industry etc.


For more advice and guidance, visiting some of the websites below may give you some more in-depth information and assist you with your final decision.
School website
http://www.bellerivefcj.org/learning/careers/
Careers Connect
A whole host of information on careers, career choices and interactive careers software
www.Careersconnect.org.uk

Careers Box
Careersbox - the national online careers film and video library. Real people, real jobs to help young people and students make decisions.
www.careersbox.co.uk
i Could
Need inspiration for your career? icould includes 1000 films of personal career stories, across all careers. Use the career wizard to find out what jobs could suit you.
www.icould.com

National Careers Website
The National Careers Service website provides careers advice and information on a wide range of jobs, training course resources and funding.
www.Nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
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