


This booklet will take you through the AO1 terminology that you will need to know in
terms of your levels of language (these are the different parts of language we need to be 
aware of).

There are a number of levels of language that you will need to know: lexis, grammar,
discourse, semantics, pragmatics, graphology and phonology.

AO1 is a skill that is assessed in both the exam papers and the NEA components of the 
course so it important you have a secure knowledge of this terminology.

To prepare for studying A Level English Language, work through the activities in this 
booklet. If you have any questions, make a note of them to ask your teacher in September.

We look forward to starting the course with you!

Contents page:

Lexis Page 3-17

Semantics Page 18-23

Grammar Page 24-29

Phonology Page 30 – 32

Pragmatics Page 33- 41

Graphology Page 42-43
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AO1: Apply appropriate methods of language analysis, using associated

terminology and coherent written expression.

Level 5

9‒10

Students will:

• apply linguistic methods and terminology, identifying patterns

and complexities

• guide the reader

Level 4

7‒8

Students will:

• apply linguistic methods and terminology with precision and detail

• develop a line of argument

Level 3

5‒6

Students will:

• apply linguistic methods and terminology consistently and appropriately

• communicate with clear topics and paragraphs

Level 2

3‒4

Students will:

• use linguistic methods and terminology inappropriately and/or inconsistently

• express ideas with organisation emerging

Level 1

1‒2

Students will:

• quote or identify features of language without linguistic description

• present material with limited organisation
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