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Topic 
 

Link to the 
specification 

Lesson objectives   
 

Keywords/ 
Concepts/ 
Evidence 

Links to prior 
learning 

Links with literacy   
Links with 
numeracy  

1-Catholic beliefs 
about the meaning of 
death 

Catholic teaching 
on the meaning of 
death, the 
importance of dying 
well  

To know and 
understand 
Catholic beliefs 
about death and 
dying 

Death 
Soul 
1 Corinthians 15:55 

Year 9-Life after 
death 

Analysing text 
Using keywords 

 

2-Palliative Care The importance of 
palliative care  

To explain why the 
Catholic Church 
sees Palliative care 
as an alternative to 
euthanasia 
 
To explain why the 
Sacrament of the 
Sick is important to 
Catholics 

Sacrament 
Palliative 
Evangelium Vitae 

Throughout KS3-
The Sacraments 
Year 10-Catholic 
response to 
suffering 

Using keywords  

3-The right to die Catholic teaching 
on assisted suicide 
and euthanasia 
Contrasting views 
on quality and 
sanctity of life and 
the right to die 

To explain the 
teachings of the 
Catholic Church on 
the right to die 
debate 
 
To explore the 
conflict between 
Sanctity and 
Quality of Life 
 
To understand why 
there is a range of 
Christian views on 
the right to die 

Assisted Suicide 
Voluntary 
Euthanasia 
Non-voluntary 
Euthanasia 
Evangelium Vitae 

Year 9-Sanctity of 
Life 
Year 9-
Euthanasia 
Year 10-Sanctity 
and value of 
human life 
Year 10-Abortion 

Using keywords 
Constructing 
arguments 
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4-Resurrection Catholic beliefs 
about life after 
death, with 
reference to 1 Cor. 
15  
Catholic belief in 
resurrection of the 
body in contrast to 
popular beliefs 
about survival of 
the soul  
 Contrasting views 
about death as the 
end of personal 
existence 

To explore the 
accounts of Jesus’ 
resurrection as 
found in the 
Gospels 
 
To explain why the 
resurrection is 
important for 
Christians 
 
To explain Catholic 
views about life 
after death 
 
To explain why 
some people do not 
believe in life after 
death 

Final Judgement 
Particular 
Judgement 
Resurrection 
1 Corinthians 15 

Year 7- The 
Easter Story 
Year 9-Life and 
Death 

Using keywords 
Reading Gospel 
accounts 

 

5-Soul and 
Eschatology 

Catholic teaching 
on heaven and hell 
with reference to 
the parables of 
judgement 
(Matthew 18:21-35, 
Luke 16:19-31)  
 Catholic teaching 
on purgatory with 
reference to 1 Cor. 
3:11-15 

To explain different 
views on the soul 
 
To explain Catholic 
teachings on 
heaven, hell 
purgatory and 
judgement 

Eschatology 
Eternal Life 
Heaven 
Hell 
Judgement 
Matthew 18:21-35 
Luke 16:19-31 
1 Corinthians 3:11-
15 

Year 9-Life and 
Death 

Using keywords 
Inferring meaning 
from text 

 

6-Tracking 1 
Assessment 
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7-Magisterium The nature of the 
Catholic 
Magisterium and its 
exercise in both 
its ordinary and 
extraordinary forms 
by both popes 
(pontifical) 
and councils 
(conciliar) with 
reference to 
Evangelium Vitae 
(65) 

To explain what is 
meant by the term 
‘Magisterium; 
 
To explore the 
difference between 
the ordinary 
magisterium, the 
extraordinary 
(pontifical) 
magisterium and 
the extraordinary 
(conciliar) 
magisterium 

Authority 
Apostolic succession 
Magisterium 
CCC 85 

Year 7-The 
Church 

Developing key 
vocabulary 

 

8-Vatican II The nature and 
importance of the 
Second Vatican 
Council, its 
history and four key 
documents. 

To investigate the 
significance of the 
Second Vatican 
Council to the 
modern Catholic 
Church 
 
To examine the 
four key documents 
of the Council 

Laity 
Sacrosanctum 
Concilium 
Lumen Gentium 
Dei Verbum 
Gaudium et Spes 

Year 7-The 
Church 
Year 10-Interfaith 
dialogue 

Analysing key 
Church documents 

Understanding 
the timeline of 
Vatican II 

9-Prayer The significance of 
prayer as “the 
raising of the mind 
and heart 
to God”, both in 
formulaic and 
extempore prayers, 
with particular 
reference to the 
Lord’s Prayer 

To explain the 
difference types of 
prayer 
 
To explain the 
different purposes 
of prayer 
 
To explain why the 
Lord’s prayer 

Formulaic Prayer 
Extempore Prayer 
CCC 2259 
Luke 11 

Year 10-Catholic 
sculptures and 
statues 
Year 10-The 
Rosary 

Developing key 
vocabulary 
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10-The Funeral Mass 
and Prayers for the 
Dead 

The symbols, 
prayers and texts of 
the Catholic funeral 
rite in 
Britain and how 
these express 
Catholic beliefs 
about eternal life 
The meaning and 
significance of the 
Catholic practice of 
praying 
for and offering 
Masses for the 
dead 

To understand the 
symbolism of the 
Catholic funeral 
ritual 
 
To explain how the 
Catholic funeral 
service reflects 
beliefs about life 
after death 
 
To explain why 
Catholics pray and 
offer Masses for 
the dead 

Rite 
Vestments 
The Catholic Funeral 
Rite 

Year 7-The 
Saints 

Developing key 
vocabulary 

 

11-Sarcophagi How Christian 
beliefs about 
eternal life 
influenced the 
iconography in 
Christian 
sarcophagi, with 
particular reference 
to 
the Sarcophagus 
with Scenes of the 
Passion in the 
Museo Pio 
Christiano, Vatican, 
Rome 

To explain the 
symbolism in 
Christian 
sarcophagi 
 
To explore the 
iconography in the 
Sarcophagus with 
scenes of the 
passion in the 
Museo Pio 
Christiano 

Chi Rho 
Sarcophagus 
Sarcophagus with 
scenes of the 
passion in Museo 
Pio Christiano 

Year 10-
Symbolism in the 
tree of life apse 

Developing key 
vocabulary 

 

12-Music as a way of 
praying with 
reference to Faure’s 
requiem 

The significance of 
different forms of 
music used in 
worship and 

To explore the 
different types of 
music used in 
Catholic worship 
 

Acclamation 
Requiem 
Faure’s requiem 

 Developing key 
vocabulary 
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how music 
expresses Catholic 
beliefs about 
eternal life, with 
reference to 
Faure’s Requiem 
 

To explain how 
music expresses 
Catholic beliefs 
about eternal life, 
with reference to 
Faure’s Requiem 

13-The Paschal Candle How Christian 
beliefs in the 
resurrection are 
expressed by the 
paschal candle as it 
is used in the 
Easter Vigil and 
during 
Catholic Baptism 

To explain what the 
Paschal Candle is 
used for 
 
To explain how 
beliefs in the 
resurrection are 
expressed by the 
Paschal Candle 

Paschal 
The Easter Vigil 

 Developing key 
vocabulary 

 


