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Term  Learning 
Focus 

Key Knowledge and Skills Assessment Challenge and Enrichment 

1 UNIT: The 
Blues 
 
Performing 
 
Listening skills 
 
Theory 
 
Composing 

• Understanding the 
history of the Blues 
musical style. 

• Exploring typical Jazz 
and Blues instruments 
through listening. 

• Understanding the 12 
Bar Blues structure, 
chord progression and 
Blues scale through 
performing.  

• Develop understanding 
of key Blues terms 
through listening, 
performing and 
composing. 
 

• Group 
performances 

• Music theory 
exercises 

• Listening test 

What is The Blues? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2wfya_qt0k 
The History and Evolution of the Blues p1. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv7MBTK7kpw 
The History and Evolution of the Blues p2. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7z4pRaZNIM 
 
 
 

2 UNIT: Riffs & 
Ostinatos 
 
Performing 
 
Composing 
 
Theory 
 
Listening 

• Exploring the role of 
riffs and ostinatos in 
a variety of musical 
styles including 
Rock, Pop and Film 

• Develop note 
reading and 
ensemble skills 
through 
performing. 

• Exploring the 
Texture and 
Structure of music 

Small ensemble 
performance 
 
Music Theory 
exercises 
 
Listening tests 

Ostinatos used by Hans Zimmer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TmTkU69pDWE&list=RDTmTkU69pDWE&start_radio=1 
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• Develop listening 
skills. 

3 UNIT: Music 
for Media 
 
Performing 
 
Composing 
 
Listening 

• Exploring the role of 
Film and gaming music 
through performing. 

• Developing knowledge 
of the Orchestra and 
other non-standard 
instruments used in 
Film. 

• Listening activities 
based on a variety of 
medias to enhance the 
recognition of 
instruments. 

• Exploring the role of 
motifs through 
performing and 
composing. 

Group Performing   
 
Listening Tests 

 
Music makes the Movie 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FG5KyJzrAhY 
 
Hans Zimmer Breaks Down His Career, from 'Gladiator' to 'Interstellar' 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGs_NT4iL2c 
 
What is a Leitmotif 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91IQJEzLHY4 
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